Saturday 16 & Sunday 17 January | 7.30pm

Rockin’ On Heaven’s Door

£19.50, £17.50

By popular demand, this fabulous rock’n’roll spectacular returns to Lichfield.

Rockin’ On Heaven’s Door sends shivers down the spine with spookily convincing portrayals of musical giants Presley, Orbison, Holly and The Big Bopper. They are joined on stage by ‘Jerry Lee Lewis’, whose piano bursts into ‘flames’ during Great Balls of Fire. Now in its 12th fantastic year, this production has received acclaim throughout the UK and Europe. 

Backed by a superb five piece band, this show delivers the feel-good factor from start to finish. 

One million people can’t be wrong!

Thursday 21 January | 7.30pm

Barb Jungr – The Men I Love

£18

Following a sell-out run and rave reviews at New York’s prestigious Cafe Carlyle, performing her award winning show The Men I Love, Barb Jungr is pleased to be returning to the UK with the show that wowed American audiences.

 

The Men I Love is a joyous collection of some of the best songwriters of the last 40 years; Neil Diamond, Bruce Springsteen, Paul Simon, Brian Eno, and Iggy Pop all feature in this wonderful evening of magnificent music.
'Sensational uptown debut - A performer of volcanic ebullience and good humour' - The New York Times

‘.....cheering audiences, Jungr proved once again that she is the best song stylist Britain has.’ - The Stage

Circus of Horrors – Day of the Dead

Friday 22 January | 7.30pm
£19.50, £17.50, £15.50

Not suitable for children under 16
 
Following the huge success of The Asylum, The Circus of Horrors is back rocking & shocking with a brand new show; The Day of the Dead. 
Set in Mexico during the early 1900's, the casts of chaosmongers transport the body of their doyen Dr Haze to a remote area of Mexico. Previously inhabited by Incas they join in the local inhabitants Day of the Dead rituals to try & revive their esteemed leader, with all too disastrous consequences.
Amid a backdrop of Witch-doctors, Voodoo Acrobats, Pickled People, Bendy Bodies, Demon Dwarfs, Blood Curdling Stunts and flying Vampires erupting from a tank of water from chains.
Once revived, The Undead Ringmaster Doktor Haze who takes you through this hellish tale with the help of the live devil-driven rock n' roll of The Interceptors from Hell and a huge uncontrollable cast of Amazonian Beauties, and some of the world's greatest, most grotesque, daring and bizarre Circus acts.

 

"The greatest Circus of Horrors show to date" - The King Pole
"Totally unbelievable" - Scott Mills, BBC Radio 1
"Barnum would be proud" - Time Out
Saturday 23 January | 7.30pm

Pluck - The Titanic Show

£17.50, £15.50

Pluck, the classical string trio with a seriously silly side, presents a tribute to the musicians onboard the Titanic who played on until the end. Nobody knows what filled the days of those brave few before tragedy struck... so Pluck have made it up!

Featuring a real iceberg, one massive porthole and the biggest peanut you may ever see - and NO Celine Dion!

 “Classical music for all ages and shoe sizes.” – Sunday Times
Tuesday 26 – Saturday 30 January | 7.30pm

Thursday & Saturday matinee 2.30pm

The Holly & The Ivy

By Wynyard Browne

Tuesday & Wednesday £18.50, £16.50, £15.50

Thursday £19.50, £17.50, £15.50

Friday & Saturday £22, £20, £18

Matinees £12.50

Starring Philip Madoc 

with Tom Butcher (The Bill/Doctors) and Corrinne Wicks (Doctors)

Directed by Michael Lunney

Award winning Middle Ground Theatre Company present their highly acclaimed production of The Holly and The Ivy. 

Set in a Norfolk vicarage on Christmas Eve 1947, the vicar’s family gather for the festive season. Peace and goodwill radiates from the warm-hearted elderly vicar, cared for by his young daughter. But with the arrival of two irritable aunts and an errant daughter the emotional veneer is skilfully peeled away. As skeletons tumble from closets and stones are turned over, family members are forced to confront their regrets and secret anxieties. Even the lovable vicar is not immune to the stresses and strains of a normal family life.

This wonderful festive production has received the Theatre Critic’s Choice in both The Guardian and The Times.
“Profoundly moving… marvellous [image: image1.png]
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” -  whatsonstage.com

“Brilliant performances… first rate cast… here is theatre at its best” - BBC 

"Charming example of classic theatrical values… beautifully structured… superb” - The Birmingham Post
"Middle Ground Theatre Company’s impressive production of this richly narrative piece captures the period beautifully, with its finely detailed set and terrific character acting"-

Birmingham Express & Star

Friday 29 January | 7.30pm

Any Road Up

£12

Any road up, have a little sup with Laurie Hornsby, Steve Gibbons and Johnny Caswell as they delve into the great songbook of popular music.

Along with their very own home-grown songs, be they Laurie’s ‘Brummie knees ups’ or Steve’s lyrical gems, the boys, in their inimitable style, will perform material from the Music Hall, Vaudeville and ‘The Hit Parade’, long before it became ‘The Charts’. 

In short, Elvis discovers the joys of boiled beef and carrots but ‘who knows where or when’.

So, have yourself a stripped down swill, dip your bread in and fill your boots because a good time is guaranteed for all. Any road up! 

Wednesday 3 – Saturday 6 February & Wednesday 10 – Saturday 13 February | 7.30pm

Lichfield Players present

An Enemy of the People

By Henrik Ibsen and adapted by Rebecca Lenkiewicz

£9, £8 (concessions), £6 (under 16/ students)

“The strongest man in the world is he who stands alone.”

When a public-spirited doctor discovers his town’s baths are contaminated, he makes his findings public and is hailed as a hero. But as economic implications for closing the spa become clear, the close-knit community turns against Dr Stockmann who is left fighting for his reputation, his integrity and the truth. Lenkiewicz’s vibrant new rendition adds a snappy modernism to Ibsen’s classic where the issues surrounding power, money and morality are just as relevant today.

Tuesday 2 & Wednesday 3 February | 7.30pm

Over The Rainbow

£19.50, £17.50, £15.50

Over The Rainbow, the life story of Eva Cassidy – with David Paisley (River City, Holby & Casualty) and Donna Hazleton (winner of Channel 4’s Musicality).

Over the Rainbow is a compelling award-winning musical, which tells the life story of this legendary artist, following Eva’s life through dramatic scenes and stunning live renditions of her music including a haunting interpretation of Somewhere Over the Rainbow. 

This award-winning show has received plaudits from the Eva Cassidy Band and members of her family and contains projection and original footage from Eva Cassidy’s life, from an early age to her first professional gig aged 18, her first meeting with her boyfriend and mentor Chris Biondo, a rabble-rousing rendition and recording at Blues Alley with Chuck Brown and culminating in her poignant and tragic death.

Before she died at the tender age of 33, she was unknown outside Washington, USA, but within two years she was discovered by Terry Wogan who promoted her music to the top of the album charts in the UK and now Europe, Australia and throughout the world.

A talented and world-class cast of actors and musicians recreate her original arrangements and recordings which have received accolades from Mick Fleetwood and Sting and tributes from Nora Jones, Katie Melua and Chris De Burgh.

This show pays a genuine and heartfelt tribute to a true artist who was not interested in fame and fortune, but wanted nothing more than to create beautiful music.

From its first performance in 2004, Over the Rainbow has moved people immensely with sell-out performances and standing ovations throughout the UK and Europe.

This is more than the life story of Eva Cassidy which is an absolute must-see  for all Eva Cassidy fans, its’ a show for anyone who’s lost someone they love.

Thursday 4 February | 7.30pm

Edward Fox in an Evening with Anthony Trollope
£15

 
Compiled and directed by Richard Digby-Day
One of our best-loved actors takes on the mantle of one of our best-loved writers in this intimate one-man show. Edward Fox provides a dramatic insight into Trollope’s life, portraying the great novelist through extracts from his best-known works interspersed with accounts from his autobiography. Anthony Trollope’s novels, written in the middle of the 19th Century and set mainly in his imaginary county of Barsetshire, portray a well-observed ironic and human picture of Victorian life. Nearly 150 years on they astonish us with their insight into human behaviour that we still recognise today. Nothing changes! Among the characters that Edward Fox brings to life are The Warden Septimus Harding, Dr Grantly, The Bishop and Mrs Proudie, and that famous hypocrite Mr Obadiah Slope!
Friday 5 February | 7.30pm

Phil Cool

£16

After watching the new Phil Cool show you will have been spellbound by a rich diversity of his original material delivered in Phil’s unique style.

Beware, you might just bust a gut when his Billy Connolly tries to teach you of the perils of using too many profanities by slipping into the entire cast of Dad’s army.  Well, no doubt you’ll all have your favourites, Phil’s happens to be his Paul McCartney bringing John Lennon back to life by means of a tape recorder.

Phil has been performing stand up for thirty years and is still comparable to no-one.  So do yourself a favour and go see this legendary cult figure in his prime.

Saturday 6 February | 7.30pm

Rollermania - An Evening with Les McKeown and the Legendary Bay City Rollers

£18.50

Take a trip back in time to a world of the 1970’s biggest pop sensation!

Join Les McKeown for an evening of hit songs, teenage memories, and stories full of living nostalgia!!!

With over 300 million albums sold worldwide, Les McKeown was the original voice on every Bay City Rollers hit song. ‘Rollermania’ had overtaken ‘Beatlemania’; the first time any UK group had come close to the Fab Four. In this brand new production Les McKeown performs some of the songs that influenced him whilst growing up and recollects first hand about those heady, crazy days of pop superstardom. The show is topped off with the big hits of the Bay City Rollers including Shang A Lang, Summer Love Sensation, Remember, All Of Me Loves All Of You and the biggest selling song of 1975 Bye Bye Baby.

‘Rollermania’ is back – don’t miss it!
Sunday 7 February | 11am & 2pm

Show Me - Chris & Pui

£10, £5 (children)

CBeebies’ favourite double-act Chris and Pui are coming to town!
Fresh from their hit show ‘Show Me, Show Me’, they invite you to join them at the theatre.   
Chris Jarvis and Pui Fan Lee have been the main faces on CBeebies since it started and remain top of the tots with their new high rating show shown every weekday on CBeebies.    
Now you can finally meet them and have a giggle with them too in their fabulous new road show packed with fantastic songs, games and a few surprises along the way.  
Thursday 11 February 7.30pm

Niki Evans - One Night In Concert

£17

One of the most successful artists to emerge from X Factor, Niki has taken the West End by storm winning awards as Mrs Johnstone in Blood Brothers, and been personally invited to join the tours of John Barrowman and Jasper Carrott.

This will be Niki’s first UK tour as she presents the songs she loves and wants to share.

Recognised as one of the best voices to have featured on the X Factor throughout its history, Niki is a true live performer not to be missed.


‘An incredible voice’ - Louis Walsh
Friday 12 February | 7.30pm

A Comedy Night Out
Johnny Carroll – Ian ‘Sludge’ Lees – Lee Wilson – Nipper Thomas 

£18

Everyone likes a good laugh, and who better to provide the laughter than the local legends Ian ‘Sludge’ Lees, Lee Wilson, Nipper Thomas and Johnny Carroll.
These are the funny men who entertained at the Night Out, Kings Theatre and their sell out tour a few years back.

This is a two hour show with laughter, laughter and laughter.

'What a great night out....just like it used to be'
Saturday 13 February | 7.30pm

Saturday Variety Night

£18, £16
Join stars of variety; Bernie Clifton, The Bachelors with John Stokes, Stu “Crush A Grape” Francis, Safire - World Famous Illusionists, Lucia Matisse and Martyn St James and his music for this traditional Saturday night variety show.

Tuesday 16 – Saturday 20 February

The Snow Queen

£12.50, £8.50 family ticket £36 (save £6)

Starring Jane Rossington 

Crossroads star Jane Rossington features in the title role in the evergreen fairytale of the frozen north, bringing a touch of magic to the theatre. The Snow Queen plans to rule the world in a new Ice Age.  She captures a young orphan, Kay, and freezes him, taking him away to her Ice Palace.  But she hasn’t bargained for his fearless sister, Gerda, who sets out to rescue him, facing many adventures on the way.

Meet the Tsar of Russia, Princess Popishka, the funny robbers and a host of colourful characters including the graceful White Wolves and cuddly Mossy the Reindeer.  This wonderful show is terrific entertainment for all the family and features the stunning and exquisite designs of Elizabeth Waghorn.  A literary classic comes to life.

“Fine story-telling – fun for all the family” - Coleraine Chronicle

“Glorious – seamlessly done” - Richmond Times
“Enchanting” - Hampshire Chronicle

Performances

Tuesday & Wednesday 1pm & 4pm

Thursday 11am & 2.30pm

Friday 11am & 2.30pm

Saturday 2.30pm & 7.30pm

Friday 19 February | 12noon

Historical Cookery - Ave Lichfield

£8.50

Whilst in the grips of winter why not look to sunnier shores? Let’s celebrate ancient Rome and the delicacies they took across their empire, including us!

Herring and walnuts? Why not - it’s super and nutritious.

Hare in ale with anchovies? You bet! These and more in a salute to Rome.

Saturday 20 February | 7.30pm

A Warning to the Curious: Two Ghost Stories by M R James

Performed by R M Lloyd Parry

£10, £8 (students)

A Warning to the Curious is the final instalment in Nunkie Theatre Company’s M R James’ trilogy, following the critically acclaimed A Pleasing Terror and the prize winning Oh, Whistle…

In The Stalls of Barchester Cathedral a murderous cleric falls prey to an ancient curse, built into the very fabric of his church. It is paired here with one of James’ most poignant and personal works, A Warning to the Curious, in which a young archaeologist is haunted and hunted by the guardian of an ancient treasure. The English seaside has never looked so menacing.

“Storytelling at its finest…”- The Stage
Sunday 21 February | 7.30pm

A 60's Night Out 

The Fortunes - The Ivy League
£17.50


The 60's changed everybody’s lives; the clothes, the culture, the politics, but most of all, the music. 

It has become the soundtrack of our lives with the bands from the era still topping the charts.
This tour brings together two of the great vocal harmony bands from the sixties - The Fortunes and The Ivy League.  So forget about your troubles because they’re both in town and enjoy a night of live music from two fabulous bands who have stood the test of time...

This great programme will include the hits You've Got Your Troubles, Here It Comes Again, Here Comes That Rainy Day Feeling Again, Freedom Come, Freedom Go, Storm In  A Teacup, Caroline, Tossing And Turning, Funny How Love Can Be and many more!
Thursday 25 February | 7.30pm

One Man Lord of the Rings

£15

Charles Ross, creator of the hugely successful One Man Star Wars Trilogy, returns with his equally hilarious follow-up – One Man Lord of the Rings in which he recreates the enchanting world of Middle Earth, armed with nothing more than a pair of elbow pads and his outrageous imagination. No props or costumes are required as Ross hurtles through the Tolkien trilogy – The Fellowship of the Ring, The Two Towers and The Return of the King – in just 3,600 seconds of unbelievable kinetic entertainment. If you’ve seen the films, read the books and named your first-born Frodo, don’t miss Ross’ zany take on the ever-popular epic saga.

‘If you liked The Lord of the Rings trilogy, you'll love Charlie Ross' version - and if you didn't, well, at least his is shorter’ - Sir Ian McKellen
The Lord of the Rings and the characters, items, events and places therein are trademarks or registered trademarks of The Saul Zaentz Company d/b/a Tolkien Enterprises. All rights reserved.

Thursday 25 February | 7.30pm

Ha Ha Hitler! - The Great-ish Escape

£12, £10 (students)

The Most Hilarious Wartime Story Never Told

Following the hit national tour of Ha Ha Hamlet!, The Ha Ha Boys bring you their spin on The Great Escape.

It's 1942, German occupied France. Three hopeless RAF pilots plan an escape from the infamous stronghold Chateau Plonke. Under the watchful eye of General Von Schnitzershitz, Tom, Dick and Hilary take you on an unforgettable journey of ridiculous Luftwaffe laughter with a plot thicker than Hitler's moustache.

What do German Generals get up to behind closed doors?

Will Tommy find romance with French beauty Sophie Ce Soir?

How will our heroes disguise themselves?

And how important is the Enigma Machine code book to the outcome of the world's most talked about war?

Experience Hitler's birth, his interrogation techniques and his bloody suicide in this mad-cap, knockabout tale of love and bravery.

This is the most hilarious war time story never told.

The Bohemians

Friday 26 February | 7.30pm

£18
Relive the glory days of rockers Queen with look-a-like group The Bohemians.

A Kind of Magic will be in the air when The Bohemians use their mercurial talents to honour legendary rock band Queen.

The Bohemians re-enact the glory days of Queen including the craziness of the 70’s, the magic of the 80’s and the Innuendo’s of the 90’s. 

With songs like We Will Rock You, Somebody to Love, A Kind of Magic, Radio Ga Ga, Bohemian Rhapsody, The Show Must Go On and We are the Champions, this is always going to be a night to remember.

The Bohemians were the first Queen tribute band to play every type of event run by the Queen fan club, and the first Queen tribute to be seen, and play support to Queen guitarist Brian May, who described the band as ‘brilliant’.

‘Real Magic’ for everyone.    

Saturday 27 February | 7.30pm

The Great Big Gilbert & Sullivan Show

£18, £16

The Great Big Gilbert & Sullivan Show returns to the Lichfield Garrick.

A sparkling, costumed Gala performance of highlights from many of your favourite Gilbert and Sullivan Operas, featuring six stars from the old and new D’Oyly Carte Opera Companies and other major UK opera companies.

Highlights include selections from The Mikado, The Gondoliers, The Pirates of Penzance, Iolanthe, Ruddigore, Princess Ida, The Grand Duke and HMS Pinafore.

Major-General Stanley, Sir Joseph Porter and The Sergeant of Police will even invite you to sing-a-long with one or two numbers.

Don’t miss this superb evening of highlights from Gilbert and Sullivan’s witty and wonderful works, beautifully performed.

Saturday 27 February | 7.30pm

Dave Sealey – The Cheeky Chappie

The Career, Contemporaries, Critics & Saucy Seaside Postcard World of Max Miller

£12 

In this frank appraisal of Miller’s sometimes turbulent career, Dave Sealey gradually reveals the strangely quiet, unassuming man behind the make-up and gaudy apparel. With generous helpings from his outrageous ‘front-cloth’ repertoire, Dave joyously contrasts Max’s dazzling bravado on stage with the work of some of his most celebrated contemporaries including “Our Gracie” Fields, “Gormless” George Formby, “Big Hearted” Arthur Askey and other giants from the great days of variety.  All big names, but none of them bigger than the one who boasted, ‘Miller’s the name, lady’, the ‘Cheeky Chappie, the highest paid of them all.

A lifelong music hall performer himself, Dave's enthralling one man show portrays how this street urchin from Brighton became Britain’s highest paid comedy star - as well as a little of the quiet unassuming man Max was beneath the make up and the gaudy suits.
With songs and laughs a-plenty, this show is as saucy as a seaside postcard from Brighton pier itself.

Sunday 28th February 2010 at 7.30pm.

A Chorus Line

£12, £10 (Children/Students)

Theatrics Stage School

A Chorus Line is a celebration of the unsung heroes of musical theatre. By the end of the show the audience can identify with each performer and why they have endured a life filled with rejection, injury, pain and heartache to be involved with the glamorous world of musical theatre. 

The Adlib Theatre Company is the senior performance group of Theatrics Stage School, made up of performers aged 14 - 18. 

By arrangement with MusicScope and Stage Musicals Limited of New York

Tuesday 2 March | 2.30pm

We’ll Meet Again – Hits from the Blitz

£10

Audiences can relive the spirit of the Forties in a wonderful afternoon performance of Hits from the Blitz, with lots of sing-along tunes that will bring back warm memories. The celebration show pays tribute to the legendary stars of the war years, Vera Lynn, Donald Peers, Gracie Fields, George Formby, Bing Crosby, and famous comedians., Max Miller and Tessie O’Shea.

The show is set in a wartime Garrison Theatre with the ENSA artistes, and live Musical backing of the Martyn St James Sound.

Starring Andy Eastwood, comedian Steve Barclay, vocalists Shelley James and Tony Leyton, and host Mervyn Francis.

This special show promises not only to evoke the spirit of Wartime Britain, but to experience the music and laughter that kept Britain smiling through her darkest days.

This is a must see show, for all those who love real songs and melody of yesteryear will be captivated by this talented company.

Wednesday 3 March | 7.30pm

An Evening with Julian Lloyd Webber

£17.50

Pam Chowhan – Piano

A unique opportunity to spend an intimate evening with one of the world’s most renowned musicians! Julian will perform favourite classics by Bach, Faure, Saint Saens and Debussy as well as pieces by his father William and brother Andrew. 

Julian will also reminisce on his many collaborations with musicians as diverse as Yehudi Menuhin, Joaquin Rodrigo, jazz greats Cleo Laine and Stephane Grappelli as well as Elton John and, of course, his brother Andrew. 

A must for all music lovers!

Thursday 4 March | 7.30pm

The Counterfeit Stones

£18.50

More than just a tribute band to the Rolling Stones, this show is a complete re-enactment and with a healthy smattering of “Spinal Tap” humour, their performances take on an almost cartoon-like air. 

The show is essentially a mockmumentary of the Rolling Stones’ colourful history from 1963 to 1981. It’s played out in separate chronological periods with the songs, costumes and instruments to match those of the originals in the unfolding decades. 

Sir Mick Jagger himself has said in a recent BBC interview that Nick Dagger is his favourite impersonator and referred to the Counterfeit Stones as the “most famous Stones band in England.”

The best thing about the Counterfeit Stones, of course, is that you can get the full experience of a Stones stadium gig in more intimate venues at a fraction of the price.

Satisfaction is guaranteed…

“Four Out of Five Stars” - The Times

“They’re hilarious” - Jerry Hall

“The music was quite excellent” - Buckingham Palace
“Better than the real thing” -The Guardian
Friday 5 March 7.30pm

Richard Digance

£17

Richard Digance is an evergreen performer who appeals to all ages, and is one of Britain's top comedy and music artistes.

He gained a BAFTA Nomination for TV Entertainer of the Year in the late 1980s and in 2003 received the Gold Award from The British Academy of Composers and Songwriters for his services to live music.
He has worked with a multitude of world-class artists; Steve Martin, Robin Williams, Roy Orbison, The Beach Boys, Elton John, Steeleye Span, David Essex, Jim Davidson, Supertramp, Elkie Brooks and Tom Jones.

Richard will perform some of his best known and best loved songs.

Saturday 6 March 7.30pm

How Sweet It Is - Celebrating 50 Years Of Motown Music

£18

2009 Celebrates the 50th anniversary of one of the most loved and popular genre’s of music ever.

Now in its 6th successive year, ‘How Sweet It Is’ is a slick and high-energy recreation of the 60’s and 70’s music era in the city of Detroit, affectionately known as ‘Motor Town’.

‘How Sweet It Is’ features music from two of Motown’s finest vocal groups, The Temptations and The Four Tops, along with many other legendary artists’ from the great and vast Motown stable.

This show is LIVE, and features a large quota of UK Hits of ‘The Tops and Temps’, - ‘Reach Out I’ll Be There’, ‘Walk Away Renee’, ‘I Cant Help Myself’, ‘Going Loco in Acapulco’, ‘My Girl’, ‘Just My Imagination’, and ‘Get Ready’, to name but a few. PLUS, smash hit after hit from other famous Motown artists - ‘Smokey Robinson’, ‘Marvin Gaye’, ‘Stevie Wonder’, and many more.

This show is guaranteed to have you dancing ‘All Night Long’!!!!

Sunday 7 March | 7.30pm

Barbara Dickson

Tickets | £25

The Lichfield Garrick is delighted to welcome back multi Olivier Award winning actress & singer Barbara Dickson.

Due to huge demand, Barbara Dickson returns to the Lichfield Garrick, and will be joined by her band of international musicians and vocalists.

Barbara has an outstanding career in music, television and film. Her credits and accolades include; a guest residency on the much loved series The Two Ronnies, and an invitation by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice to record Another Suitcase in Another Hall from the musical Evita, which became her second hit in l977.

In l982, Willy Russell asked Barbara to star in his new musical Blood Brothers in the pivotal role of Mrs. Johnstone. 

Barbara featured on the original cast album recording of the musical Chess, which included the song I Know Him So Well, a duet sung with Elaine Paige, and she starred in Spend, Spend, Spend, a musical based on the rollercoaster life story of pools winner Viv Nicholson, which played in the West End to capacity audiences, for which Barbara was awarded ‘Best Actress in a Musical’ at the 2000 Laurence Olivier Awards. 

Barbara Dickson now brings her sensational show to The Lichfield Garrick, providing audiences with a musical treat; as she performs her classic hits, as well as other material in her own inimitable style. 

'The chance to hear her sing a personal choice of favourite good songs should not be missed' - The Times 

'Barbara Dickson shows what true class is all about' - The Stage

Tuesday 9 March | 7.30pm

Imagination in Concert

£19.50, £17.50

Errol Kennedy was one of the three original members of the 80’s funk/soul trio band, Imagination.  The band’s first UK hit single, Body Talk spent 18 weeks in the UK singles chart in May 1981, and was quickly followed by two other chart topping singles, In and Out of Love and Flashback. 

Errol Kennedy’s Imagination band was formed to compliment Errol’s passion for performing live so now – with the help of his band - he is again ready to meet the demand of his audience by performing the greatest hits of Imagination - together with other songs, which emanate joy to those who appreciate live soul-funk music.

Songs for a New World

Tuesday 9 – Saturday 13 March 8pm

Saturday Matinee | 3pm

Tuesday – Thursday & Saturday matinee | £12, £10, £8 (students)

Friday & Saturday | £12

Composer and Lyricist Jason Robert Brown, is often described as the most exciting composer since Stephen Sondheim, and one of the brightest new talents on Broadway. He has had the whole world of musical theatre talking about his blend of savvy showmanship and exciting contemporary sound for years, and this is how it all started.

In a series of songs, the audience will be transported effortlessly from "On The Deck Of A Spanish Sailing Ship, 1492" to a ledge 57 stories above Fifth Avenue; from a young American woman beginning to define the American dream in "The Flagmaker, 1775" to a young American man determined to make that dream his own in "Flying Home." 

A local cast of members from the Lichfield Garrick Youth Theatre, and Lichfield Operatic Society present this very special piece of musical theatre in aid of St Giles Hospice.  

Songs For A New World - a remarkable achievement from a remarkable new voice in musical theatre.
Wednesday 10 March | 7.30pm

Beverley Craven

£17.50

Beverley Craven is one of the most successful singer songwriters the UK has ever produced.  Best known for her 1991 hit Promise Me and multi-million selling eponymous album, Beverley is back on the road supporting her forthcoming CD “Close To Home”, her first album in 10 years.  Backed by an array of multi talented musicians this an evening by an artist who continues to enjoy great success.

Go and Play Up Your Own End

Thursday 11 – Saturday 13 March | 7.30pm

£19.50, £17.50, £15.50


Starring Don Maclean, Malcolm Stent, Lizzie Wiggins, Dave Willetts
Written by Malcolm Stent
Music & Lyrics by Harvey Andrews
The Midlands most successful playwright of this century Malcolm Stent takes his wonderful show Go And Play Up Your Own End on the road.
It was a phrase heard a lot when we were little boys growing up in the 50’s working-class areas on opposing sides of the city, whose craftsmen built carriages of The Orient Express, motorbikes which broke world speed records, motor cars for the gentry, aircraft, guns, tanks and fine jewellery to adorn the world’s well-to–do.
In those days Birmingham and the West Midlands were known as the workshop of the world, anything of value that could be bashed out of a bit of metal was made here. How times have changed, but thankfully the pragmatic Brummie and Black Country spirit and ingenuity remains.
And that, in a nutshell, is the plot of our show; a group of neighbours fight against the odds to re-build their lives, relationships, and the city of their birth in a Britain bankrupt by two world wars.
The story is told with humour and song by some of the regions most loved actors and a bloke from the West End musicals in London.

Walsall Operatic Society presents Carousel

Tuesday 16 – Saturday 20 March | 7.30pm

Saturday Matinee | 2.30pm

£14 - £17

Walsall Operatic Society is thrilled to present a new interpretation of Carousel, a truly great musical by Rodgers and Hammerstein.  

Innovative for its time, being one of the first musicals to contain a tragic plot, Carousel tells the story of two star-crossed lovers - Billy Bigelow, a handsome but ill-mannered carousel barker, and Julie Jordan, a naive and selfless young mill worker.  

It is set to one of the most ravishing and celebrated scores and includes; The Carousel Waltz, If I Loved You, June is Bustin' Out All Over and You'll Never Walk Alone.
Thursday 18 March | 7.30pm

Beatles Blues and Blue Violin

£12, £10 (students)

Former ELO and ELO II stars and current members of The Orchestra Phil Bates & Mik Kaminski with Tina McBain from the Eleanor Rigby Experience

The Beatles, Blues and Blue Violin tour will do what it says on the tin and explore some new arrangements of Beatles songs, especially where the Beatles and the blues meet.

Alongside this, Mik and Phil will revisit some of the ideas they were exploring ten years ago when they last played and recorded together as a duo. There will be great blues material from Phil’s solo repertoire and of course ELO and Violinski material.


Friday 19 & Saturday 20 March | 7.30pm

The Joy of Politics

£12, £10 (students)
The creative team behind Professor Bumms Story Machine, The Joy of Wine and I, Lear return with their new show. The Black Sheep invite you to an evening of lies, damn lies and silly Whigs!
If you love Yes Minister, The New Statesman and The Now Show, you'll love The Joy of Politics - an irreverent romp through the corridors of power and the cul-de-sacs of Quango.
From the Magna Carta to this morning's headlines we pledge to deliver a manifesto of mirth that's guaranteed to bring down the house, updated daily with topical jokes and satirical sketches – so ‘Order! Order!’ your tickets today! 

Sunday 21 March | 7.30pm

Gerry Cross The Mersey

£18

Join in this musical journey through the life and times of one of our greatest 60s icons – Gerry Marsden. Gerry & the Pacemakers topped the UK and US charts for much of the sixties. Gerry talks about his early beginnings in Liverpool, those heady days of the sixties and up to the present. Hear all Gerry’s greatest hits mixed with stories, jokes and anecdotes from his years at the top. This is a rollercoaster ride of fun, music, and nostalgia not to be missed. 

Tuesday 23 to Saturday 27 March | 7.30pm

Saturday Matinee | 2.30pm

When Harry Met Sally

Tuesday & Wednesday | £18.50, £16.50, £15

Thursday | £19.50, £17.50, £15.50

Friday & Saturday | £22, £20, £18

Saturday Matinee | £12.50

When Harry Met Sally is the delightful romantic comedy, adapted for the stage from one of the best romantic comedy films of all time.

The first time they met they hated each other.

The second time they met, he didn’t remember her and she hated him.

The third time they met, they became friends and they were friends for a long time.

Then they weren’t.

Then they fell in love - and it only took twelve years and three months.

Featuring a soundtrack from jazz sensation Jamie Cullum and his brother Ben, When Harry Met Sally is the ultimate in feel-good theatre!

‘When you realize you want to spend the rest of your life with somebody, you want the rest of your life to start as soon as possible’

Saturday 27 March | 7.30pm

Callas

£12, £10 students

Directed by Richard Digby-Day

Jean-Yves Picq’s sensitive and candid portrayal of the legendary opera singer is based exclusively on her authentic interviews.

Born in New York of Greek parentage, Callas first established herself as an exceptional singer in Italy, and went on to win worldwide acclaim.

Her search for perfection, unique vocal prowess, and acting genius led her to be dubbed ‘La Divina’.

“There are no false notes in Anna Korwin’s superb performance… Unmissable” – What’s On London

“Astonishing… for an hour and a half La Divina lived again.” –Western Daily Press

Sunday 28 March | 7.30pm

Des O’Connor

£30, £25

Due to popular demand we’ve added an extra date with the legendary Des O’Connor.  The world-class star and ultimate entertainer comes to the Lichfield Garrick with his quartet of musicians and special guests.

Don’t miss this opportunity to see a true show business legend live on stage for a wonderful evening of comedy, laughter and music.

Wednesday 31 March | 7.30pm

The Chicago Blues Brothers Show

£18

The Official Party Starts Right Here! Europe’s No’1 Blues Brothers Production is back in town with their world famous all singing, all dancing, all action show celebrating 30 years of the Blues Brothers phenomenon. 

Featuring over 30 unforgettable classics of the era this non-stop review is packed with the very best blues & soul music from both of The Blues Brothers movies and a whole lot more – with plenty of lunacy for good measure! Get ready to shake a tail-feather with Jake, Elwood, the amazing Chicago Blues Band and their Sister of Soul plus look out for the special guest appearances of Fab Callaway & Rev I. C. DeLight!

The Biggest and Best Party on the Planet!
Sleeping Beauty

Thursday 1 – Saturday 3 April | 7.30pm

Saturday Matinee | 2.30pm

£19.50, £17.50, £15.50, £10 (students/children)

Music by Tchaikovsky

Vienna Festival Ballet return to the Lichfield Garrick with their traditional, enchanting production of The Sleeping Beauty.

A classic fairy tale set to Tchaikovsky’s magnificent score, stunning choreography, beautiful costumes, all combine to portray the struggle between good and evil.

Incensed at being snubbed at the christening of Princess Aurora, the wicked fairy Carabosse lays a curse on the child, proclaiming that she will one day pierce her finger - and die. But the Lilac Fairy intervenes, and when the fateful day arrives, the princess and the entire palace instead fall into a deep sleep. A century later, Prince Florimund is guided to the castle by the Lilac Fairy, overcoming the obstacles created by Carabosse, and awakening the sleeping princess with a kiss. It is love at first sight, the palace awakes and a parade of fairytale characters attends the royal wedding. A gorgeous Tchaikovsky score, classic Petipa choreography, an enchanting fairytale.

Friday 2 April | 8pm

The Rape of Lucrece

£12, £10 students

Directed by Gareth Armstrong

Running time 1 hour (no interval)

Following a 5-star winning run at the 2008 Edinburgh Fringe, Olivier Award Nominee and RSC actor Gerard Logan now presents his tour-de-force solo performance of Shakespeare's great narrative poem, bringing emotional intensity to this account of the terrible crime of rape and its dreadful consequences.
Theatre at its purist: a single actor, an empty stage - and the torment of rapist and victim spring brilliantly to life.
Gerard Logan has played leading roles with the National Theatre, and the. Director Gareth Armstrong has created many successful solo shows including his own award-winning “Shylock”. 
“……..If you love poetry, Shakespeare, or just a good story brilliantly told don’t miss this show. You will rarely have the chance to experience great poetry brought to life this well. Faultlessly performed by Gerard Logan, in the pure spirit-filled voice of a master, this performance is one the Royal Shakespeare Company could be proud of having produced…”
***** Fringe Review (Edinburgh 2008)
Saturday 3 April | 8pm

Adrian Poynton

£12, £10 (students)

Lichfield born stand up comedian and multi award winning writer Adrian Poynton mixes uplifting stories with hilarious observations, ponderings and improvisation. 
A huge hit around the UK and on the international stand up circuit. Poynton is delighted to bring his full-length show to his home city.

“Adrian Poynton is a comedy genius” – Time Out Magazine

Tuesday 6 – Saturday 10 April | 7.30pm

Saturday Matinee | 2.30pm

Lichfield Garrick Youth Theatre presents West Side Story

£12 - £15 

This landmark Broadway musical is one of musical theatre’s finest accomplishments, brought to you by the incredible talent of the Lichfield Garrick Youth Theatre.

Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet is transported to modern-day New York City, as two young idealistic lovers find themselves caught between warring street gangs, the American Jets and the Puerto Rican Sharks. Their struggle to survive in a world of hate, violence and prejudice is one of the most innovative, heart-wrenching and relevant musical dramas of our time. 

Songs include Tonight, Maria, I Feel Pretty, Somewhere and America.
Thursday 8 April | 8.00pm

Chambers & Nettleton

£12, £10

Northern lasses Chambers and Nettleton are one of the brightest comic duos on the circuit. 

The only female double act cutting it on the live comedy circuit today, they are fast gaining a reputation for their warmth, infectious charm and caustic wit. Before a long-term friendship turned into a double act, Lynn sailed the world as a singer and performer and writer of comedy reviews! Sally went from drama school into acting, began improvising characters and onward into stand-up.


Regular favourites at the Edinburgh Fringe, Chambers and Nettleton are the perfect comedy night out!

"Comedy Double Act, divine and very funny" - Time Out
"They'll leave you in hysterics" - The Stage
"They'll surely make prime time TV one day" - Time Out
Friday 9 April | 7.30pm

The Edwardian Cello

£12, £10

Melanie Dennerly – Violoncello

Michael Lunts - Piano

Travel back in time to the Edwardian era in this recreation of a typical musical evening from 1912, in the company of pianist and actor Michael Lunts, who recently appeared at the Garrick in his one-man portrayal of Chopin, The Last Ballade, and international cellist, Melanie Dennerly. 

The Titanic has recently sunk on its maiden voyage and the Suffragettes are making their voices heard throughout the land. The cello has become a very popular solo instrument and; Saint-Saen's The Swan, Mendelssohn's Song without Words, and Elgar’s Salut d’Amour all feature in this nostalgic and witty musical evening recreating a bygone era. Vocal items from Michael’s extensive repertoire of comic songs will also feature and will include of course, Gilbert and Sullivan.

Saturday 10 April 8.00pm

The Steve Pacito Quartet

£12, £10

A founder band in the live music programme at the Lichfield Garrick, now the Steve Pacito Quartet perform in our new style Cabaret Theatre.

Swing favourites from the big band era and those great jazz classics will be played for your pleasure. There will be an area in the studio for dancing and you may visit the Green Room bar as often as you wish throughout this evening of relaxed music and dancing.

Tuesday 13 – Saturday 17 April | 7.30pm

Saturday Matinee | 2.30pm

Brassed Off

A play by Paul Allen adapted from the screenplay by Mark Herman

£16.50, £14.50

Lichfield Garrick Rep Company and The Lichfield Players in association with the Amington Brass Band

Following their sell-out production of Fur Coat and no Knickers last season, the Garrick Rep Company and Lichfield Players are delighted to join forces with the Amington Brass Band who were 2008 Brass Band National Finalists. 

Brassed Off is the stage play of the multi-award-winning film of the same name which follows the heart-tugging fortunes of a colliery brass band.

It’s 1994, and the lifeblood of Grimley’s community is threatened when the pit looks set for closure signifying the loss of 1200 jobs and the end for the colliery’s long-standing and close-knit brass band. Conductor lung-damaged Danny is determined the band gain national recognition and with the arrival of flugelhorn-playing Gloria it seems his goals aren’t quite so far-fetched. But as loyalties are questioned and political and personal pressures erupt, can the band ever reach the National Championships and realise Danny’s dreams of hearing Grimley play at the Albert Hall?

With live performances from the award-winning Amington Brass Band.

Thursday 15 April | 8pm

Marc Thompson

Close up Magician

£12 table seats, £10 bar stools

Join Marc Thompson in this evening of magic and entertainment in the studio cabaret theatre. Marc has performed his magic all over the world, from Jamaica to Malta, from Ireland and the UK to the USA.


Marc is a member of the world famous Magic Circle, a full member of The International Brotherhood of Magicians and a member of the British Magical Society, the oldest magical society in Europe.  


Marc’s magic style is new, quirky and different, blending humour, magic and fun.

Friday 16 April | 7.30pm

Roger Llewellyn in Sherlock Holmes – The Last Act

£12, £10

The world's greatest fictional detective confronts the most complex case of all… his own psyche.

Fine wit, humour, high drama, and a touch of pathos – "elementary" aspects of this original and entertaining solo play.

It explores the mind of the real man – not 'the thinking machine' - a passionate and secretive man, with a cutting sense of humour.

Stripping away his infamous clinical façade, Holmes reveals unexpected fears and weaknesses.

‘In these elegant hands, this is Holmes as you’ve always imagined him - but with a cutting sense of humour’. - Sunday Express  
Saturday 17 April | 7.30pm

The Ben Holder Quartet

£12, £10

Ben Holder - Violin, Lead Guitar Richard Smith, Rhythm Guitar Jon Smith, Double Bass Steve Peters form a superb gypsy swing quartet. Ben, who fronts the band, has previously performed in the Green Room Bar at the Garrick and he now appears in our new cabaret style studio theatre. 

This evening will feature greats from the world of jazz and swing and you might just detect the unmistakable style of Stephane Grappelli!

Sunday 18 April | 7.30pm

Foster and Allen

£20, £18.50            
The beautiful melodies of Foster and Allen have made them a phenomenal success all over the world. Since their first hit record in 1978 they have gone on to record twenty Gold Award winning albums and tour the world extensively many times. Don’t miss this opportunity to spend a wonderful evening being serenaded by this well-loved Irish duo who have been together for more than thirty years and are still going strong.

Come along to an evening of fun and laughter!

Monday 19 April | 7.30pm 

Historical Cookery - Salute to Excess!

£10

For this special evening treat, join Prof Roland Rotherham and Chef Simon Smith for their tribute to the great chefs of 18th/19th century Europe.

From the great Careme there will be creamed trout with savoury toasts and from the Vienna of Johan Strauss Styrian Carp and famous dishes from the Hotel Sacher.

Throw the diet out of the window, its cream and butter all the way.

Go on, you’ve earned it!

Tuesday 20 April | 7.30pm

An Audience with Baroness Shirley Williams

£15

Now free from her duties as Leader of the Liberal Democrats in the House of Lords, Baroness Williams, better known to us as Shirley Williams is taking to the stage with her new, one woman show - An Audience with Baroness Shirley Williams.    

A well loved and respected politician, Baroness Williams reveals what life is like behind the closed doors of the Westminster village.

Shirley Williams was one of the famous Gang of Four who broke away from the Labour Party to found a new political party - the Social Democratic Party. Following the 1987 election, she was instrumental in the creation of the Liberal Democrats.

In 1993 Shirley Williams entered Parliament as a peer and chose to use her old constituency of Crosby in her title; Baroness Williams of Crosby. She served as the Party's spokesperson on Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs and was later elected Leader of the Liberal Democrats in the House of Lords.

This is a night definitely not to be missed by anyone interested in finding out the secrets of power in Parliament.

Wednesday 21 & Thursday 22 April | 7.30pm

An Evening with Pam Ayres

£18

Pam Ayres brings her current show to the Lichfield Garrick thirty-five years after she first appeared on the Britain’s Got Talent TV show of its day, Opportunity Knocks. 

Pam’s shows sell out wherever she appears, and her current show includes material from her bestselling books, Surgically Enhanced, With These Hands, and The Works, along with new poems and stories.  

Pam’s books still regularly appear in the bestseller charts, and many of her poems feature in school textbooks around the world.  

She’s a regular broadcaster on BBC Radio 4 in programmes such as Just A Minute, Quote Unquote, Loose Ends, and three of her own series Ayres On The Air.  On TV Pam has recently been seen on QI, The One Show, The Paul O’Grady Show, and Countdown.
“You're only gradually aware of verse that rhymes: hers is a sophisticated art. And there's no whimsy: her eye is accurate; her tongue has a sharp edge.” - The Scotsman
“Forget the corny comedian: Pam Ayres is a proper poet, whose wistful, funny, and perceptive verse captures both the joy and unfairness of life.” -  Sunday Times 

Friday 23 April 7.30pm

Bradley Walsh

£20
Bradley Walsh is a household name and appears at the Lichfield Garrick in his one man show.

Bradley is one of those special and highly imaginative comedians with a gift for observing the ordinary and making it funny. He is one of the rare breed of comedians who can perform in the alternative Comedy Store, as well as being a crowd pleaser in family entertainment. He has also reaffirmed his talent for broadcasting and presenting and proved himself a new and exciting acting talent. 

Join Bradley for an evening of laughter and fun.

Friday 23 & Saturday 24 April | 7.30pm

Tales of Terror

£12, £10 (students)

Based on original commissions by Lichfield Festival and York Archaeological Trust

Featuring the stories of MR James and Lafcadio Hearn

Welcome to the quietly sinister world of the ghost story… Take a trip to the hotel where withered hands shoot out of darkened doorways to snatch at passers-by, or listen to the plaintive song of the fallen warriors as it echoes around an empty cemetery… 

Pop into the charming antique shops where paintings and doll’s houses can suddenly come to life... Or leaf through old books filled with shockingly lifelike pictures of hideous creatures, and locks of hair pasted between the pages… 

Walk through rose gardens and yew mazes and catch fleeting glimpses of their nightmarish inhabitants. But if you find buried crowns and broken whistles down on the beach, leave them well alone. They have probably been left there for a very good reason… 

The Happiness Patrol returns to the Garrick after causing spines to tingle at the 2009 Lichfield Festival with a brand-new set of supernatural tales. Join us for an intimate evening of gentle chills and pleasing terrors from some acknowledged masters of the macabre.

Not suitable for children under 12.
Saturday 24 April | 7.30pm

Bizet’s Grand Opera - The Pearl Fishers

£19.50, £17.50, £15.50

 sung in English

Swansea City Opera production of The Pearl Fishers is a visual and dramatic spectacle with vibrant costumes and a torrent of passion, loyalty and tension.

A fishing village in ancient Ceylon is the setting for Bizet's steamy tale of a tautly woven friendship, loyalty and forbidden love. 

The Pearl Fishers is an exquisite combination of emotional turmoil and pervasive sadness, containing a ceaselessly seductive score with one of the most famous and beautiful operatic duets ever written for tenor and baritone - Au Fond du Temple Saint. It is beautifully performed by some of the finest opera singers and orchestral players in the country.

“…pearl of a show! A splendid evening…” - Huddersfield Daily Examiner
“Utterly glorious… a heavenly rendition of the duet” - South Wales Evening Post
Tuesday 27 April – Saturday 1 May | 7.30pm

Saturday Matinee | 2.30pm

Lichfield Operatic Society present Anything Goes

£10-£15 (£5 under 16s – Saturday Matinee only)

The action takes place on the SS American, sailing from New York to England. On board are the beautiful American heiress, Hope Harcourt, her English fiancé Sir Evelyn Oakleigh, and Hope’s mother. Stowing away on board is Billy Crocker, a young admirer of Hope’s who can’t believe she would really marry the silly Sir Evelyn and determines to try to stop her. 

Cole Porter’s glorious songs include I Get a Kick Out of You, It’s Deloveley, Anything Goes, Blow, Gabriel, Blow, You’re the Top, Friendship and many more.

Thursday 29 April to Saturday 8th May | 7.30pm

Matinee Saturday 8 may

Dancing in the Dark

By Paul Greenwood

£14, £10 students

A brother and sister, whose mother has recently died, arrive at the flat they have inherited. The discovery of the contents of an old handbag leads them to explore memories of earlier events. Their completely different versions of the past are amusing, revelatory and astonishing. The sudden arrival of a stranger uncovers secrets and adds further tension to already strained relationships.
The play is interwoven with romantic music which has a mysterious significance.
 

Dancing in the Dark was first performed at The Other Place, Stratford upon Avon as part of the RSC Fringe Festival and again at the Gate Theatre, London.

Tuesday 4 – Saturday 8 May | 7.30pm

Saturday Matinee | 2.30pm

Sweet Charity

Brownhills Musical Theatre Company

£12-£16

Senior Citizens / Children under 14 - £10 (Tuesday and Saturday Matinee only)

‘Hey, Big Spender’, ‘The Rhythm of Life’ and ‘If My Friends Could See Me Now’ are just three of the fantastic songs that light up this fabulous Broadway musical! This funny and sometimes poignant Neil Simon story captures the rhythms and sounds of 1960s New York through Cy Coleman’s exhilarating music and Dorothy Fields’ witty libretto. 

Sweet Charity follows the adventures of Charity Hope Valentine; the girl who always gives her heart (and her earnings) to the wrong man, a terrific evening of entertainment is guaranteed!

Thursday 13 & Friday 14 May | 7.30pm

Hot Flush!

£19.50, £17.50

Starring Leslie Joseph

Meet Myra, Sylvia, Helen and Jessica in this hilarious show.

Share in the friendships, the secrets, the tears, the laughs and ups and downs of four ordinary women - and one man - living extraordinary lives.

A successful barrister, specialising in divorce, Myra had always considered herself a together sort of person, that is, until she began to develop the symptoms of you know what…and her rat of a husband left her for a big blonde bimbo from his office.

Jessica’s husband has worked hard and made lots of money and they both enjoy the finer things in life. Her life seemed perfect until her mid-life crisis began.

Sylvia has been married to Joe since she was twenty…and has been bored with him since she was twenty-one, she’s now decided that life is for living and she's making up for lost time.

Helen, a widow, whose only daughter has left for university, is feeling a bit lonely. Helen tries to take one day at a time; it's just that sometimes, several days attack her at once.

So forget the credit crunch blues and get your girlfriends together for an hilarious girls’ night out and outstanding evening of entertainment at the theatre. 

“The audience shrieked their heads off and whooped in delight” - The Scotsman

Saturday May 15 | 7.30pm

Roy Walker

£20

A Fabulous Evening of Interactive Comedy Gold
 

Don't miss Roy Walker, star of the phenomenally successful ITV game show, Catchphrase, cult star of the universities and the Edinburgh Fringe, comedian with over 30 years stand-up to his name and direct from Radio 1's Chris Moyles Show!  

This is Mr Car Park Catchphrase himself bringing you stand up comedy at it's very best! 
Sunday 16 May | 7.30pm

Billy Ocean

£32.50, £30

The Lichfield Garrick is delighted to welcome back Billy Ocean, the biggest black recording star Britain has ever produced who has sold over 30 million records worldwide.

This fabulous concert will feature a sensational band and a selection from Love Really Hurts Without You, Love On Delivery, Stop Me, Red Light Spells Danger, Caribbean Queen (for which Billy won a Grammy for best R&B Vocal), Loverboy, Suddenly, When The Going Gets Tough (The Tough Get Going), theme song to Jewel of the Nile, There’ll Be Sad Songs (To Make You Cry) and many more.

Don’t miss this unique opportunity to see one of the worlds greatest recording stars live at the Lichfield Garrick.

Thursday 13 May – Saturday 5 June

The Things We Do For Love

By Alan Ayckbourn

Star Cast to be announced

£15, £10 (students)

The Garrick Rep Company present this great Alan Ayckbourn play.   

It’s incredible what goes on behind closed doors!

Barbara has a nice house – no man in her life – but a nice house.  Three floors in-fact. If only she owned them all, then she wouldn’t have to deal with her tenants. There’s Gilbert, the Postman, in the basement (he’d do anything for her) and shame, he can’t sort out the radiator. Then there’s Hamish, the new man in Nikki’s life. Poor Nikki, she deserves a change in luck after that pillock of a first husband.

Relationships are pulled out of kilter and love is tested to the limit in this imaginative and brilliantly skilful comedy by one of the countries greatest and most prolific playwrights. 

‘Brilliant, clever and hilarious’
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Thursday 20 May | 7.30pm

Are You Experienced? - The Jimi Hendrix Experience

£18

600,000 went to the Isle of Wight in August 1970 to see the only real legendary rock guitarist the world has ever seen – Jimi Hendrix.  How could anyone possibly measure up to him?

Well, when you listen to Are You Experienced?, featuring John Campbell, you very quickly realise that it can be done!  The guitar work is note perfect, and at the same time beautifully fluent.  The voice IS Hendrix, and the persona of the man himself is on the stage, personified by John Campbell, who bears a striking physical resemblance to Jimi.

This is the Jimi Hendrix Experience you’ve been waiting for – come and see!

Are You Experienced? ….  You will be!

“Unnerving accuracy – uncannily like the real thing.” - Guitarist Magazine
“The sound that came from his guitar was genuine talent.” - The Sunday Telegraph

Friday 21 & Saturday 22 May | 7.30pm

The Essence of Ireland

£19.50, £17.50, £15.50

Fans of Irish dancing and music get a chance to enjoy the true spirit of the Emerald Isle at the enchanting show….The Essence of Ireland.

The Essence of Ireland carries the age-old tradition of Irish dance forward into a new era, with a blend of traditional Irish music and dance, coupled with the popular Irish music of today.

With some of the country’s finest musicians and dancers, this beautifully choreographed show takes you on a musical journey through Ireland’s rich history of song and dance.

The effervescent live music throughout the show compliments the energetic choreography perfectly, making this a truly electrifying experience.

You go along expecting a Celtic experience and what you get is a world one, with Ireland at its core.

Tuesday 25 – Saturday 29 May | 7.30pm

Saturday Matinee | 2.30pm

Sutton Coldfield Musical theatre Company present Singin’ In The Rain

£12 - £16

Adapted from the 1952 movie of the same name, Singin’ in the Rain is set in Hollywood in the waning days of the silent screen era. It focuses on romantic lead Don Lockwood, his sidekick Cosmo Brown, aspiring actress Kathy Selden, and Lockwood's leading lady Lina Lamont, whose less-than-dulcet vocal tones make her an unlikely candidate for stardom in talking pictures.
Songs include Fit as a Fiddle, Temptataion, Make ‘em Laugh, You Are My Lucky Star, Singin’ in the Rain and many more.

Thursday 3 June | 7.30pm

An Evening with Ann Widdecombe 

in Conversation with Iain Dale
£15

Larger than life politician, novelist and TV celebrity Ann Widdecombe delights audiences across the land with her witty and controversial speeches.
Now she brings her show to the general public answering questions and sharing anecdotes in conversation with Iain Dale.
Iain Dale is a political commentator, publisher and broadcaster appearing on numerous political radio and television stations.

Friday 4 June | 7.30pm

Talon - The Best Of Eagles

£18

Now in their twelfth year together, Talon are set to bring you their most exciting Eagles music show to date. Featuring all the Eagles classics we grew up with, through the decades, to include material from the long awaited new album which is sure to spawn a list of hits over the coming years. The last time the Eagles released an original album, most musicians on today’s Top 40 list weren’t even born. The fact that the band could take a 28-year break before releasing their seventh studio album, Long Road Out Of Eden, is simply a tribute to how enduring their music is. In what promises to be Talon’s biggest and best show ever, Talon have repeatedly year after year, taken their stunning recreation of the complex melodies and superb vocal harmonies of the Eagles to deliver a concert to remember.

Take It Easy, Desperado, Best Of My Love,  Lyin’ Eyes, Take It To The Limit, Life In The Fast Lane, New Kid In Town, Hotel California, Heartache Tonight, How Long, Long Road Out Of Eden and  many more… The hits go on and on. 

“Talon are giving the Eagles a run for their money”.

 RockPhiles.com
“Crisp, crackling professionalism all the way”.

 New York Times.
High School Rocks

Saturday 5 June | 2.30pm & 7.30pm

£12.50, £8.50 (children)

A high energy, foot stomping, totally interactive production featuring all the very best hits from High School Musical 1, 2, and 3, Hannah Montana and Camp Rocks!

The High School Musical phenomenon which has smashed box office records everywhere, together with Miley Cyrus who hit the TV screens in 2006 with Hannah Montana – The Movie, released 2009, and the stars of the hugely successful film Camp Rock starring The Jonas Brothers, are all paid tribute to in this amazing show. 

Join the superb cast for a rollercoaster ride of fun as they invite you to the ultimate party to celebrate all of these awesome teen sensations in one fantastic concert.  

Don’t forget your dancing shoes and be prepared to rock out as High School Rocks!  

Wildcats - Get ready to party!

Tuesday 8 – Saturday 12 June | 7.30pm

Lichfield Players present

One for the Road

By Willy Russell

£9, £8(concessions), £6 (under 16/ students)

Willy Russell’s sharp and witty comedy explores what happens when one man dares to dream. Meet Dennis, on the verge of yet another birthday and a potential mid-life crisis! Trapped in a world of social clubs and social climbing, the would-be-wanderer is desperate to escape his mundane middle class existence before middle age firmly takes its hold. His wife is smug and self-satisfied. His neighbours are content non-achievers. But as Dennis fantasises about the past and shares his dreams to change the future, the veneers hilariously begin to crack and hidden emotions are laid bare.

Wednesday 9 June | 7.30pm

Freddie Starr

£18

The madcap comedian Freddie Starr is back at the Garrick with another unpredictable evening of madness and mayhem as he brings his own brand of outrageous humour to the stage.

Freddie is no stranger to this theatre and is pleased to be back very live and very dangerous

Freddie has over the last 40 years established himself as one of the true comic geniuses of all time, with his place in the comedy 'Hall of Fame' now assured he’s back treading the boards, so come and see the legend in person. 

Thursday 10 June | 7.30pm

Joe Longthorne

£22.50

Joe Longthorne returns to the Lichfield Garrick following his sell out tour last year.

This talented artist began his career over three decades ago. His big break came in 1981 when he was a finalist on London Weekend Television's Search for a Star - this lead to appearances at the London Palladium with Bob Hope and The Talk of the Town. A short time later, Joe received the Variety Club of Britain award as Most Promising Artiste of the Year. 

Joe's repertoire of voices is endless and includes hundreds of the world's top singers; however, he is perhaps best known for his impersonation of Shirley Bassey who has commented, "Joe can do me better than I can do myself".

Don’t miss the chance to see this sensational star, live onstage with his talented band of musicians and singers.

Friday 11 June | 12noon

Historical Cookery - Oh Brother!

£8.50

It’s back to the cloisters for our Professor and the chef as they bring you a medieval feast from the abbeys of Britain and Europe.

Did the monks fast a lot? Don’t you believe it!

Enjoy marzipan cakes with a honey drip cream and lamb braised in paprika along with other delights from the great monastic houses.

'Holy' delicious!! 

Friday 11 June | 7.30pm

Al Martino and his Orchestra

£25

The legendary Al Martino returns to the Lichfield Garrick directly from the USA with his 16 piece orchestra for this spectacular musical evening.

When an artist is able to combine several important elements - numerous international hit records, personal charisma, and a unique vocal style - it inevitably leads to success. 

Known for such hits as Spanish Eyes, Can't Help Falling in Love, Painted Tainted Rose, Living a Lie, I Love You More And More Every Day, Tears And Roses, Mary In The Morning, I Love You Because, Can't Help Falling In Love and To The Door of the Sun, Al Martino is presently in the midst of beginning his second career, which has already taken off with great momentum in Europe. 

Hear all of his international hits played by his sensation orchestra in this evening of pure musical pleasure.

Sunday 13 June | 7.30pm

Strictly Come Dancing

With Brian Fortuna and Kristina Rihanoff

£25, £20

The Lichfield Garrick is delighted to welcome Strictly Come Dancing stars Brian Fortuna and Kristina Rihanoff in an exhibition of ballroom and Latin dancing. 

During the evening there will be an opportunity for audience participation together with a question and answer workshop.

Look out for further details on the Lichfield Garrick website.

Thursday 17 – Sunday 20 June

Unforgettable Film Season

£6.50, £5 (children)

Unforgettable film comes to Lichfield

 

The Lichfield Garrick is transformed into a cinema and celebrates the last fifty years with the Unforgettable Film season. A brand new event which is going to be...well, unforgettable! 

  

This is a rare opportunity to watch films that have changed the face of cinema forever, in all their glory on the big screen. The season is not only for seasoned film buffs, but is a great opportunity for couples to catch an old romantic flick on a Sunday afternoon, or for a group of friends to see a classic Saturday night movie. With no-one in the family being left out, there are even some timeless animations for the kids, (and their nostalgic parents too!)

 

With something to suit everyone, the Unforgettable Film season is a great addition to this summer’s events and promises to bring the glamour of the silver screen to Lichfield!

Thursday

2pm: The Red Shoes

8pm: Rebel Without A Cause

Friday

2pm: Singin’ in the Rain

8pm: The Godfather

Saturday

10.30am: Pinocchio (animation)

2pm: The Goonies

8pm: Jaws

Sunday

10.30am: The Jungle Book (animation)

2pm: Casablanca

8pm: The Shining

An Evening with Derek Acorah

Wednesday 23 & Thursday 24 June | 7.30pm

£20, £17

The Lichfield Garrick is delighted to welcome back Derek Acorah - undoubtedly the UK’s No.1 spirit medium. The star of Living TV’s Paranormal Egypt, Ghost Towns, Most Haunted, Most Haunted Live and most recently Sky Real Lives’ Derek Acorah show, brings his hugely entertaining evening of psychic abilities to The Lichfield Garrick by popular demand. Wherever he appears his shows are sell-outs, so book early to avoid disappointment. 

‘An Evening with Derek Acorah’ is experimental / investigational. There are no guaranteed or certain results and the show is for the purposes of amusement/entertainment.
Friday 25 June | 7.30pm

Zion – A Tribute to Bob Marley

£18

Bob Marley was not just a singer, guitarist, songwriter, and activist, he was without question the most widely-known performer of reggae music the world has ever seen, and is regarded by many as a prophet of the Rastafari Movement.

Now, the nine-piece band Zion brings you a phenomenal tribute to Bob Marley, capturing all the great man’s power and energy, and re-living the magic of all his memorable hits.
I Shot the Sheriff, No Woman, No Cry, Three Little Birds, Exodus, Could You be Loved, Jammin’, Redemption Song, One Love, and many more are recreated in a concert which is sure to remind you of the true musical greatness of Bob Marley.

Saturday 26 June | 7.30pm

Jive Talkin’ - The Bee Gees Concert

£18

Jive Talkin’ - The Bee Gees Concert returns to the Lichfield Garrick and unites the UK’s hottest talent for a truly inspiring evening of everything Bee Gees. 
Featuring the stunningly convincing vocals of brothers Darren and Gary Simmons as Barry and Robin Gibb, as well as Jarrod Loughlin as Maurice Gibb, these three leading men collectively have career highs including starring in London’s West End, numerous world wide TV appearances and performing live with the Bee Gees themselves. 

Accompanied by a live String Section* to compliment both the heavily orchestrated 60’s hits (such as Massachusetts & Words) and the many string heavy disco classics (such as Stayin’ Alive and Night Fever), the Bee Gees catalogue of hits is bought to life in its most pure form. 

Friday 2 July | 7.30pm

Elkie Brooks

£25

Celebrating her 50th year in music, Elkie Brooks is touring the UK throughout 2010, proving once again she is simply one of our finest and most popular singers.

Performing some of her classic hits, blues, rock ‘n roll and a song or two from her forthcoming album, an electric evening with Elkie is guaranteed to leave you begging for more.

Elkie’s show has been selling out theatres around the country so don’t miss your chance to see one of the UK’s most loved performers in concert.

Saturday 3 July | 7.30pm

C’Mon Everybody

£19.50, £17.50

Voted No.1 Rock’n’Roll Show

All the greatest musical stars of the 50’s and 60’s come alive in this spectacular, vibrant, action packed, non stop, live, rockin’ show.

Re-live the best loved hits of Eddie Cochran, Buddy Holly, Brenda Lee, Chuck Berry, Jerry Lee Lewis, Connie Francis, Duane Eddy, Bill Haley and many more.

Take a nostalgic trip back in time with us to the greatest era of rock‘n’roll and enjoy top class tributes performed from the heart by high quality musicians, including the legendary Chris Fender Black.

A truly memorable night of Rock n’ Roll – not to be missed.

Saturday 24 July | 7.30pm

Voulez Vous

£18

Get ready for a jam-packed night of pure nostalgia, as Voulez Vous brings the full ABBA experience to life!

Voulez Vous have been presenting this ABBA spectacular for well over 20 years and perform non-stop ABBA hits which include; Dancing Queen, Waterloo Mamma Mia and many more.
This superbly executed “ABBA – The Story” uses enhanced multi-screen projection and voice-over narration outlining the story of ABBA’s rise to fame and their eventual split. Voulez Vous is sure to have you singing and dancing in the theatre aisles with two hours of pure ABBA nostalgia and classic hits.
Voulez Vous has received a stream of rave reviews over the years, so dig out your bell-bottomed flares, wigs and platform heels as Voulez Vous are sure to make this one ABBA extravaganza to remember.

Friday 27 August | 12noon

Historical Cookery - Autumn Tints

£8.50

Join Lichfield’s Simon Smith and his cohort Prof Roland Rotherham as they bring you an autumn puddings special from all over Europe with apple bread from the Vikings to blackberry cream from Elizabethan England amongst other recipes.

Celebrate autumn and its glorious fruits. Explore the varieties available and have fun with the "Prof" and Lichfield’s own Simon Smith. 

